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“Hi Everyone -- It is with great sadness that I have to report that Susie passed away yesterday (Sunday) 
morning at 6:45 AM after a very horrible fight.
She is now comfortable and at peace snuggling up to her beloved 
Pittsburgh papers along with a picture of her and one of her sweet dogs.
Dad and Mom's address is William and Jean Rosko, 2454 Oakhill Rd, Gibsonia, Pa
Susie in your prayers and thanks for being her fr
 
Linda (Her twin sister) and the rest of the Rosko family, Billy and Dave (her brothers)
�
 
 
 
 
From the Pittsburgh Post Gazette;  A nice tribute to our friend;
 
May 16, 1953-March 28, 2010 
Tuesday, March 30, 2010 
By Gary Rotstein, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Susan Ann Rosko worked for years in the special education field before the longtime lover of Irish setters settled on 
doing the thing she loved best: caring for dogs and cats.

Ms. Rosko opened the Paws-itively Pets grooming salon in Regent Square 
she met when they were both going to grooming school in Brentwood. They were both Regent Square residents.

Even during an off-and-on fight with leukemia that began more than two years ago, Ms. Rosko continued showin
at the business that served as doggie day care for the canines that pretty much had free run of the place while awaiting 
their baths. 

Ms. Rosko's activity level slowed in recent months, and she died Sunday at her parents' home in Hampton. She was 56.
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It is with great sadness that I have to report that Susie passed away yesterday (Sunday) 
45 AM after a very horrible fight.  Please remember her as the wonderful person she was.

She is now comfortable and at peace snuggling up to her beloved Irish setters.  Her death notice is in both 
ittsburgh papers along with a picture of her and one of her sweet dogs.  If you want to send a card, my 

Dad and Mom's address is William and Jean Rosko, 2454 Oakhill Rd, Gibsonia, Pa  15044.
Susie in your prayers and thanks for being her friend.   

Linda (Her twin sister) and the rest of the Rosko family, Billy and Dave (her brothers)” 

From the Pittsburgh Post Gazette;  A nice tribute to our friend; 

azette 

Susan Ann Rosko worked for years in the special education field before the longtime lover of Irish setters settled on 
doing the thing she loved best: caring for dogs and cats. 

itively Pets grooming salon in Regent Square six years ago with Marge Yackulics, whom 
she met when they were both going to grooming school in Brentwood. They were both Regent Square residents.

on fight with leukemia that began more than two years ago, Ms. Rosko continued showin
at the business that served as doggie day care for the canines that pretty much had free run of the place while awaiting 

Ms. Rosko's activity level slowed in recent months, and she died Sunday at her parents' home in Hampton. She was 56.
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It is with great sadness that I have to report that Susie passed away yesterday (Sunday) 
Please remember her as the wonderful person she was.  

Her death notice is in both 
If you want to send a card, my 

15044.  Please include 

Susan Ann Rosko worked for years in the special education field before the longtime lover of Irish setters settled on 

six years ago with Marge Yackulics, whom 
she met when they were both going to grooming school in Brentwood. They were both Regent Square residents. 

on fight with leukemia that began more than two years ago, Ms. Rosko continued showing up 
at the business that served as doggie day care for the canines that pretty much had free run of the place while awaiting 

Ms. Rosko's activity level slowed in recent months, and she died Sunday at her parents' home in Hampton. She was 56. 



The Hampton High School and Indiana University of Pennsylvania graduate grew up in a home where there were 
always multiple dogs, cats and other animals. She was still a student when her passion for Irish setters developed, and 
she owned and bred a succession of them, including her current 7-year-old, Layla. 

Linda Scopa of Salem, Westmoreland County, a friend in the Golden Triangle Irish Setter Club, said Ms. Rosko's 
personality fit with that of the rambunctious breed. 

"That's kind of how she was -- exuberant, full of life, going through every day with gusto," Ms. Scopa said. "She 
always looked at all the positive things, even when she was sick." 

Ms. Rosko was not shy or secretive about her cancer. After losing her lifelong blonde curls, she would show up for 
work at Paws-itively Pets bald -- no wig or scarf. She organized successful blood drives in Regent Square to more than 
make up for the transfusions of blood she required as part of her treatment. 

"She was always busy trying to help other people," said her identical twin sister, Linda Evans of Pulaski, Mercer 
County. 

Before she entered the dog grooming field, Ms. Rosko had her Irish setters trained as therapy dogs, taking them into St. 
Barnabas Nursing Home and other facilities to cheer patients. She was also a longtime volunteer in the Golden Triangle 
Club's Irish setter rescue group, traveling throughout the region on behalf of dogs that had been harmed or abandoned 
or had lost their owners. 

She would show Irish setters in kennel club competitions in Pittsburgh and elsewhere, and she and Layla were a 
common sight on the sidewalks or trails around Regent Square. 

Ms. Rosko worked with school districts around Indiana, Armstrong and Cambria counties until 1997 in different 
programs for special education students, including those that matched them with potential employers. She had also 
worked at the Ebensburg State Center for individuals with mental retardation. 

Friends and relatives said she was happy with the late-life transition to days spent trimming nails, cutting fur, 
pampering pets or even just doing paperwork in a fun-loving atmosphere. 

"Every day brought something new. ... We were constantly laughing," said Ms. Yackulics, who continues to operate the 
shop. 

In addition to her sister, Ms. Rosko is survived by her parents, Jean and William Rosko Sr. of Hampton; and two 
brothers, Bill Rosko of Cheswick and David Rosko of Hampton. 

Funeral arrangements provided by Herbert R. King Jr. Funeral Home are private. 

Memorial contributions may be made to the Golden Triangle Irish Setter Club, c/o 1399 Hooker Road, 
Karns City, PA 16041.�
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Foods HAZARDOUS to your Pets  
------------ --------- --------- 
 
There are a number of common 'human' foods that can be toxic for your pets... The important thing is to know exactly 
what to 
avoid. Here is a complete list. 
 
Alcoholic beverages 
It is often sweet - attracting dogs and cats, but can cause serious and fatal intoxication. Don't ever offer this to your pets. 
 
Here are some of the signs and side effects: 
- Incoordination/ ataxia 
- Excitement 
- Depression 
- Excessive urination 
- Breathing rate is slowed 
- Cardiac arrest and death 
 
Avocado 
Avocado leaves, fruit, seeds and bark contain a toxic principle known as Persin. The Guatemalan variety is most toxic - 
but all 
have toxic potential. They cause vomiting/diarrhea – primarily gastrointestinal distress. 
 
Chocolate (all forms) 
Chocolate contains theobromine, a compound that is a cardiac stimulant and a diuretic. 
 
Signs: 
Initial excitation. 
Increased drinking and urinating. 
Vomiting and Diarrhea. 
Theobromine causes an increased heart rate and arrhythmia -. 
Seizures can then be seen. 
Death is then possible. 
ACTION PLAN: Induce vomiting, give activated charcoal, and go to 



the Vet if depression and seizures begin. Baker's chocolate and 
high cocoa content chocolate is the most toxic; the toxic dose is 
2 baking squares for a 10lb dog. Regular chocolate bars have 
little real chocolate and are seldom toxic. 
 
Coffee (all forms) 
Coffee contains dangerous components called xanthines, which cause nervous system or urinary system damage and 
heart muscle 
stimulation 
 
Fatty foods 
The primary concern here is severe gastrointestinal upset- and in some cases Pancreatitis. This can be fatal in some 
pets- and it is ALMOST always triggered by a High Fat Meal, such as gravy or bacon. 
 
Macadamia nuts 
Macadamia nuts contain an unknown toxin, which can affect the digestive and nervous systems and muscles of dogs. 
This has 
lead to paralysis. A small number of nuts and even the butter can cause this. 
 
Moldy or spoiled foods 
Many molds contain a type of toxin called an Aflatoxin. This is thought to be a common cause of "compost toxicity". Signs 
include 
GI (Vomiting/Diarrhea) , muscle tremors, in-coordination, elevated temperature, excessive salivation, and liver damage. 
Avoid 
feeding ANYTHING moldy to your dog or cat. 
 
Onions, onion powder 
Onions contain the toxic ingredient thiosulphate. 
Pets affected by onion toxicity will develop anemia. 1 Onion can cause this. Fortunately ALL dogs recover once they are 
stopped 
from ingesting onions. 
 
Raisins and grapes 
As few as 6 grapes and raisins have caused acute kidney failure in some dogs. The toxic ingredient is not yet known. 
There is no treatment. AVOID feeding ANY grapes or raisins to your dogs. 
 
Yeast dough 
The yeast dough/uncooked bread dough will rise in your pet's stomach causing severe gastrointestinal distress 
(vomiting/diarrhea),  
bloating, and signs of alcohol toxicity. 
 
Xylitol 
Xylitol is an artificial sweeter found in "SUGAR FREE" Products, such as gum, candy etc. 
Signs relate to a sudden drop in glucose (blood sugar), in-coordination, collapse and seizures. 
Avoid feeding any gum/candy to your pets. 
 
Apples, Apricots, Cherries, Peaches and Plums. 
Ingestion of large amounts of stems, seeds and leaves of these fruits can be toxic. 
They contain a cyanide type compound and signs of toxicity include apprehension, dilated pupils, difficulty breathing, 
hyperventilation and shock. 
 
Note - it's the seeds and stems that contain the toxic component, not the fruit itself. 
 
Potato peelings and green looking potatoes 
Potatoes and other Solanum species, including the tomato, are members of the nightshade family of plants. 
These plants contain solanine and other toxic alkaloids which, if eaten in large enough amounts, can produce drooling, 
severe 
gastrointestinal upset, including vomiting and diarrhea, loss of appetite, drowsiness, central nervous system depression, 
confusion, 
behavioral changes, weakness, dilated pupils and slowed heart rate. 
 
Nutmeg 
High levels of nutmeg can be toxic, even fatal. 
The toxic component is unknown. 
Signs of toxicity include tremors, seizures, nervous system abnormalities or death. 
 
Tomato leaves & stems (green parts) 
The green parts of the tomato plant are considered toxic because they contain solanine, which has the potential to 
produce 
significant gastrointestinal and central nervous system effects�
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Easter Reflections 
                           Helen Steiner Rice 

 
With OUR EYES we see 

The beauty of Easter 
as the earth awakens once more...  

 
With OUR EARS we hear 

The birds sing sweetly 
to tell us Spring again is here...  

 
With OUR HANDS we pick 

the golden daffodils 
and the fragrant hyacinths...  

 
But only with OUR HEARTS 

can we feel the MIRACLE of GOD'S LOVE 
which redeems all men...  

 
And only with OUR SOUL 

can we make our 'pilgrimage to God' 
and inherit His Easter Gift of ETERNAL LIFE.����
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Tails from the Hills 
(Of WV or course) 

  Spring has sprung, the grass is rising, Bella has l earned new tricks. 
Now isn’t that surprising? 
    After months of watching her Doxie siblings sit  in Daddy Ed’s lap, Bella 
O’Shea has taken up the habit. She is now a “ certif ied lap dog ” . She collects 
her nylabone and her “ Ducky ”  and clumsily backs int o Ed ”s lap. He must hold 
her nylabone while she chews on it as Ed protects   her “Ducky ”  from those 
thieving doxies! Her BFF (that is Best Friends Fore ver), Tanner loves to take 
her toys from her. He is only fourteen pounds but h e has a ferocious snarl and 
bark! He will jump upon a chair and guard them till  Ed gets them back! To 
achieve this, Bella sits in front of Ed and whines till HER toys are returned.  
    Bella has become a great kisser! Used to be tha t she would just nibble on 
earlobes, but now she has learned the big slurp, es pecially after partaking of 
the community water bowl located in the family room ! She drips water from the 
bowl all over the floor!   
    Last week at the ball park Bella met a young bo y with a ball and glove. He 
wanted to play with her.  She had never been off le ad with a young boy to play 
with. She was playful and friendly, but a tiny bit stand offish as he was a 
total stranger. The young boy simply wore her out p laying and he was sad that 
she had to go. She took a great afternoon nap. LOL 
The other night Pam and Ed walked from the barn wit h Bella. It was pitch black 
outside. Pam unleashed Bella and up the hill she ra n! Ed wondered if this was a 
prudent action as there was no way to track her in the dark! Ed called and she 
came to him only to turn and run back up the hill a gain. “You had better get 
her Ed ” , Pam excitedly declared. She was headed aro und the hill to the playpen 
area for a romp! Pam called and Bella ran back. Tha nk goodness! 
Miss O’Shea has NEVER done her business in the hous e other than  the “garbage 
gut incident ”  which was entirely Ed and Pam’s fault !  We turn our dogs out 
often to prevent accidents in the home. Because of the snows, the pooper scooper 
has been in retirement till last week. Wow what a m ess! It took Ed more than an 
hour to tidy up the turnout area. It looked like a horse had been in there….. 
    Bella accompanied the family to the scattering of Pam’s mother’s ashes. She 
was a perfect lady and did not distract from the se rvice. Bella travels well 
tethered to the back headrest of our car. She loves  to go! She has come a long 
ways since adoption to the Prichard family. I am su re Aunt Joan would be so 
proud of her. 
    Today when Ed returned to the car from grocery shopping, he found Bella 
sitting on Pam in the passenger’s seat. Asking what  the deal was, Pam relayed 
that Bella pawed, barked, and whined  till she was allowed up in Momma’s lap to 
watch for Daddy Ed. He was in that “big box”  and sh e wanted him to come back. 
Now that is truly spoiled! I bet you GTISC members don’t spoil your show dogs, 
do you? I’m sure you don’t….NOT! 
    You know, being a good kisser and lap dog, as w ell as being pretty good most 
of the time, gets Bella homemade dog friendly cooki es from Pam and adoration 
from Ed. What more could a poor rescue puppy ask fo r? ……MORE TOYS!  
                                                                                                                       
Ed and Pam 
                                                                                                                       
From the Hills                
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